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Minutes 
Essex County Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
March 7, 2023 

7:00 P.M. 

A regular meeting of the Essex County Planning Commission was held on March 7, 2023, at the 
Essex County School Board Office, Tappahannock, Virginia. 

Present: 
David Jones – Chairman 
Angelo Stevens  
Trent Taliaferro 
Jean Segar 
 
Absent: 
Stephen Walters 
Benjamin Scott Mundie 
 
Also present: 
Rob Hodges – Planning and Zoning Director 
Kelly McKnight – Planning and Zoning Office Manager  
 
CALL TO ORDER 

David Jones, Chairman, called the regular meeting of the Planning Commission to order at 7:00 
pm. 

ROLL CALL 

Chairman Jones asked Ms. McKnight to call the roll. A quorum was met. 

MEETING AGENDA 

Chairman Jones stated that Rob Hodges wanted to move the discussion on Short Term Rentals 
before chapters 1-3 of the Comprehensive plan. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2022, Planning 
Commission meeting. AYES: 4 NAYES: 0 ABSENT: 2 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Chairman Jones opened the Public Comments session and as no one came forward to speak, 
closed the session. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Rob Hodges introduced Tim Smith as the new Zoning Compliance Officer. We adopted the new 
zoning and subdivision ordinance back in October and it went into effect in November. They 
have worked to get people registered with short term rental. Tim will go over a couple of things 
that we think that we could firm up with the short-term rental.  

Tim Smith presented the new wording. 
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Mrs. Segar made the motion to forward this to next months meeting for public hearing. Mr. 
Stevens seconded the motion. AYES: 3, NAYES: 1, ABSENT: 2 Commissioner Taliaferro is still 
uncomfortable with the building code wording. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

None 

OLD BUSINESS 

Chairman Jones stated that they will start to look at chapters 1-3 of the comprehensive plan. 
One thing that is the purpose is that it states the comprehensive plan shall be general in nature. 

Page 3 

Commissioner Taliaferro asked what exactly is affordable housing? Mr. Hodges stated that there is a 
calculation that determines. 

Mr. Hodges spoke about coastal resiliency but was not at the microphone. 

Page 6 

Chairman Jones stated a lot of this would be up to whoever is hired to help us. In paragraph 3 it states 
‘As the County grows and changes over the nest 20 years, this Comprehensive Plan will serve as a guide 
for making growth management decisions in Essex county.’ They will need to decide if that is 20 years or 
5 years or however many years that want.   

Page 9 

The paragraph that states ‘The Comprehensive Plan update was conducted by a steering 
committee consisting of Essex County residents and members of the business community, Essex 
County staff and Planning Commission members and Middle Peninsula Planning District 
Commission.’ That paragraph would be modified if they do not use a steering committee. 

We would also adjust ‘As such, the Plan is designed to address the County’s needs through the 
year 2030’. 

Page 11 

Under the Subdivision Regulations we will change the dates to reflect the updated dates. 

Under Storm Water Management we will need to put in who maintains that now.  

Page 12 

Under the Capital Improvements Program that will need to reflect that this is already in place.  

Section Two 

Most of this is the population numbers will be updated. Mr. Hodges spoke about what would a 
business want to look at to encourage them to come to Essex County.  
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Commissioner Stevens asked if the average salary base would be in there. Chairman Jones 
stated we could ask that it be put in. Commissioner Taliaferro asked about the median income. 

Section 3 

Commissioner Jones asked if Mr. Hodges knew if they Board had ideas to add to the objectives. Is this 
where we would mention about coastal resiliency?  

Mr. Hodges asked if there was anything about solar in there? There is not but probably should be. 

Page 18 

The first paragraph talks about the increased population however the population is trending down. 

In the last paragraph we need to make sure that the people are in charge of things are the ones listed.  

Page 19 

We need to check the numbers for Groundwater. 

Page 20 

Commissioner Taliaferro are the leases for the exploration for the northern end of the county still active 
or have they expired?  

Page 21 

Do we have a policy for oil and gas? 

Page 23 

Updating the numbers for the Rappahannock basin. Mr. Hodges questioned the relevance of 
having the Rappahannock Basin portion in the plan? 

Page 24 

Commissioner Taliaferro said that the county sold the Wares Wharf property. 

Checking on the commercial marinas. One objective could also be having more public water access. 

Page 26 

The numbers at the bottom need to be checked. 

Page 27 

Checking numbers of the total shoreline bordered by structural protection. 

Page 28 

Check the website for current. 

Page 31-32 
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Need to figure out what the strategic plan for managing water resources in Essex County is. 

Page 37 

Anything that has a percentage, or a number should be looked at. 

Page 38 

Anything that has a percentage, or a number should be looked at. 

Page 44 

Checking the Potable Water Supply 

Page 45 

Checking that it is still the Virginia Water Control Board that regulates existing point source 
pollution dischargers. 

Page 46-47 

Under Implementation, we should look at those and make sure they are relevant and if we 
want to add any. 

 

Commissioner Stevens asked how often Chairman Jones converse with the zoning board of the 
town. Chairman Jones stated he doesn’t not that he wouldn’t.  

Commissioner Stevens asked that so we could work together to make stuff grow? Chairman 
Jones will reach out to them.  

Chairman Jones asked about taking on Section 4 next month with the Land use. 

Commissioner Segar asked about the property in Dunnsville if there is something to be done 
about all the junk. 

ADJOURN 

Having no further discussion, a motion to adjourn was made and seconded. AYES: 4, NAYES: 0, 
ABSENT: 2 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Chairman 
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